GREYHOUND PETS OF AMERICA

. From The President

This April GPA-Tampa Bay, GPA Senior Sanctuary,
GREAT and The Greyhound Gang, had their 1* Annual
Walkathon, called The Parade of Greys, The undertaking of
this event was spearheaded by the Presidents of each group in
an effort to show unity in the greyhound community of adoption.

The groups selected for this event were chosen because of
similar beliefs in doing home visits, adoptions, follow ups and
most importantly returns, While we may not always agree
about the racing industry and our stance on racing, this was to
show that greyhounds come first, setaside our different beliefs
and work together to raise money for a worthwhile cause.

Those of you that participated are well aware of the
monsoon like conditions and while we had to cancel the walk;
we feel that the event was very successful raising over 4000,
We had many wonderful giveaways, and grear participation
from very loyal volunteers, vendors, and sponsors. We are
planning our 2" Annual Parade of Greys, scheduled for
February 2008, and hoping that each year the event becomes
larger making this one of the most successful walkathons in
the country.

February 2007 was the 1" anniversary of the adoption
kennel in the Derby Lane compound. We have many loyal and
dedicated volunteers thar give tirelessly of their time to help at
the kennel. We also have two wonderful employvees that have
worked in the racing industry and truly know and love the
greyhound.

With our own kennel we have been able to rake more
retired grevhounds and find them their forever homes, BUT,
we are still in need of foster homes to be able to move more
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dogs from track to home. If you have been considering helping
out, and don’t know what you can do, please consider fostering a
greyhound, They will give back maore than you can imagine, it
will be an experience and a joy that will fill your heare with
something that is unable to be purin words.

I'd like to remind everyone about the heat in Florida.
Greyhounds and summer heat don’t mix; please keep your grays
cool and in the house during the summer months, Florida is one
area in the country with many lighting & thunder storms. If
your grevhound is at all Frighl‘::m‘.ﬂ of storms, NEVER leave
them wnattended in the yard even for 3 minutes. The fear of
storms can make them jump a fence or dig out in a minure.
Consider talking to your vet about alternative methods ro sedare
your pet during fireworks, and storms.

Upon closing, with hurricane season being a major threat
in Florida, this would be an excellent time to make your plan as
to where you will house your pets in the event of an evacuation,
Check with your vet, boarding facility, and friends that are in
non evacuation arcas. Make sure all your pets are up to date on
vaceines, and have the proper [I). If you are in a situation that
you don't drive, have difficulty getting around and have adopted
from us please call and let us know that you may need help
during a storm, we will do our best to pick up your greyhound
until after the threat has passed.

Keep checking our calendar for upeoming events, and it
you'd like to help ourt please call 727-595-7852.

Maryann Tolliver
GPA-Tampa Bay

Annual Picnic - Nov. 11
11 AM-3PM

L Mark Your Calendars.
Sunday, - November 11, 2007
at Lake Seminole Park
10015 Park Blvd. (74th Ave. N.)
Seminole, Florida

Foster Homes Needed

Are you interested in fostering a recently retired
Greyhound? We need foster homes to place the greyhounds in
for a few weeks before they are placed into their forever home.
All food and medical care are provided for by GPA. We
particularly need foster homes wich children, cats and small
dogs. . If you have been thinking about fostering or would like
more information please let us know by contacting a volunteer
or call 727-595-7852.

Think about it! [ts very rewarding to help a new
grevhound find his forever home.




At Your Service — Shuey the Greyhound Service Dog

By Barbara Grilli

In recent years a good number of two-legged workers
have returned to the workforce after retirement. They
often enter jobs that are radically different from their first
career. Dick Ruddell discovered a special talent in his
retired Greyhound that led her to a new career where
instinct and perception outweigh speed every time.

Dick Ruddell, a Vietnam Vet, is retired on disability
and lives near Trinity. He is also a type 2 diabetic and must
continuously monitor his blood sugar level. Two years
ago he adopted a 2-1/2 year old retired racer named
“Shufeng.” Although “Shuey” was not Dick’s first
Greyhound, right after he got her he noticed something
extra special in the brindle female. Whenever Dick’s blood
sugar got too high or low, Shuey would become
hyperactive. While they were visiting a neighbor who

suffers from seizures, Shuey “sensed” the early onset of

the attack and grabbed the neighbor’s hand gently as if to
steady her. Whether indoors, outdoors or even in a moving
car Shuey's ESP for physiological change would manifest
itsell in a display of hyperactive behavior. To add an audio
element to Shuey’s alert behavior, Dick trained her to bark
as well when she sensed a dangerous change in sugar level.
She mastered that behavior in one day. At that point Dick
knew that Shuey had the natural talent to be a service dog.
A service dog, by definition, is any dog trained to assist
the needs of its disabled handler. Service animals are
protected by Federal law under the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA). Under this law, they may
accompany their handler in any public environment
including restaurants, grocery stores, hotels, theaters,
taxicabs, medical offices and courts. Businesses may not
impose deposits or surcharges to persons with service dogs,
even if the charges are routinely required for pets. A
service dog can be any breed or size and evidently even a
former racing Grevhound. To be sure that Shuey displayed
appropriate public behavior on duty, Dick took her to
Trinity Dog Training where she quickly learned to heal,
sit and walk up and down stairs in 4 one-hour lessons.
There are no special licenses, certifications, “uniforms”
or identification papers required by law for service dogs
so public recognition as a service dog versus pet can present
issues. Dick consulted a website, Activedogs.com, to be
sure there would be no questions about Shuey’s identity
or ability to access public areas. Soon after, Shuey had her
own service dog “vest” and identification card.
Shuey and Dick go everywhere together and, as Dick
says “It’s like I flip a switch when I put the vest on her and
she is on-duty.” Dick loves the reactions of curious
‘EI on-lookers and Shuey has no problem taking

affection while on-duty. In fact, Shuey’s favorite treat on
duty is an occasional chocolate chip cookie. The duo has
shared a 2 |b prime rib at Sam Seltzer's Steak House and
well as a ferry ride across Lake Michigan. “We were on the
forward deck of the ferry in our own deck chairs. Shuey
was on her back in her deck chair enjoying the ride.”

At times, public access and travel can be difficult for
the service dog and handler due to the business community’s
inconsistent level of knowledge of the legal requirements
for individuals with service dogs. In response, the Civil
Rights Division of the U5, Department of Justice and the
National Association of Attorneys General have formed a
Disability Rights Task Force to promote and protect the
rights of individuals with disabilities. Though the ADA
does not specifically address air travel, the disabled person’s
rights to air travel are protected by both the Department of
Transportation and the Federal Aviation Administration.
To avoid confusion, Dick books his air travel on-line and
follows up with a phone call to the airline to advise that he
will be accompanied by a service dog. Theairline is required
to assign the seat next to the handler to the service dog at no
additional charge (though the service dog usually lies at the
handler’s feet). Dick and Shuey get automatic upgrades to
first class when two adjacent seats are not available in the
coach section. “She gets the first class meal and I get her
(share of) free drinks,” says Dick. On a flight from Chicago
to Tampa, the flight attendants were so captivated by Shuey
that they wanted to see her run up and down the aisle of the
plane. Always aiming to please, Shuey sprinted up the aisle
in mid-flight and then returned to Dick.

She was rewarded with chocolate chip cookies, of
course. All in a day’s work.




Project PUP is an animal

PROJECT

assisted therapy group. It was
organized in Pinellas county in
1985 and currently has over 300
pets visiting more that 150 health
care facilities in Pinellas and
Hillsborough.

All animals which make visits are personally-owned
pets, they must pass a screening to determine that they have
a suitable temperament. All must be examined annually by
a veterinarian and the updated health certificates are kept
on file. :

Studies have shown that interacting with animals is very
beneficial to human health. The procedure for enrolling as
a Project PUP volunteer starts with a phone call to a Project

PUP volunteer at 727-596-1469. An appointment to attend the next scheduled screening will be made and the prospective
volunteer will receive a packet of information, including the necessary paper-work to fill out. If your greyhound is
friendly and well-mannered and would enjoy making such visits, call and make an appointment today. Screenings are
held bi-monthly at Palm Garden of Pinellas at 200 16th Avenue SE, Largo.

What Is The

Proper Weight For A Hound?

by Ann E. Kenny
All the literature I've read suggest that the best

weight to maintain is one where you can still see one
or two of the backbone ridges and one or two ribs.
Anything heavier is simply unhealthy for the dog’s
heart and it’s muscular-skeletal system. The dogs
should feel muscular, and not flabby when you give
it a hug. If you feel flab on the dog’s chest and the
dog’s stomach is no longer tightly tucked, then it's
time to exercise your dog more and feed it less food.
Substitute vegetables such as raw carrots, blanched
asparagus or green beans for a tasty no-fat treat
instead of biscuits. Some dogs also love fruit such as
banannas or apples and appear to tolerate them very
well.

GREYHOUNDS.NET
15% Discount Coupon

Morthcoast Greyhounds is a FUND-Raising Enterprise
offering Unique Gifts and Unusual Jewels to greyhound
lovers,

100%% of the earnings are contributed to Greyt Causes

Indulge yourself in guilt-free shopping:
“If you don't spend it with us, we can't give it away!”

Mention this coupon in the comments box when ordering ar
email Cara@MorthcoastGreyhounds MNet

Dog’s Diary
7 am - Oh boy! A Walk! My favourite!
8 am - Oh boy! Dog Food! My favourite!
9 am - Oh boy! The kids! My favourite!
Moon - Oh boy! The yard! My favourite!
2 pm - Oh boy! A car ride! My favourite!
3 pm - Oh boy! The kids! My favourite!
4 pm - Oh boy! Playing balll My favourice!
& pm - Oh boy! Welcome home Mum! My favourite!
7 pm - Oh boy! Welcome home Dad! My favourite!
8 pm - Oh boy! Dog Food! My favourite!
9 pm - Oh boy! Tummy rubs an the couch! My favourite!
11pm - Oh boy! Sleeping in my people’s bed! My favourite!

GPA - Tampa Bay Chapter Board of Directors:
Officers
Maryann Tolliver-President
Mary Haas-Treasurer
Cora Marro-Secretary

Board Members
Bonnie Leazer (Trainer)
John Agresti
Joe Muhrlin
Rita Motzny

",
Honorary Member - Tonya Beader
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Anderson-McQueen Offers Peaceful Pet Passages Facilities
By Vera Filipelli

I recently had to make the difficult choice of saying goodbye to
my four-legged grevhound whipper Penny. My beloved female was
part of my family for over 14 years. Penny was always there for me,
unconditionally. She watched my girls grow up and leave. She was
there through my divorce, all my moves, my sick days and my bad
days at work. She was my touch stone.

I purchased Penny when she was six weeks old and thought
she would be grear company for my two daughters while I worked.
She was a beautiful blue brindle-the rune of the litter and the last
for sale. She was such a gifted fast learner. Penny liked my daughters
but it was me that she bonded to the most. As the years went by we
grew even closer, [ jokingly told people that I loved her as if | had
given birth to her myself. That may seem like an odd staterment but
those that knew us, knew of our uncommon bond. Spoiled? Maybe
just a lintle but Penny was so full of love. I believe she was my
soulmate. If she could have spoken, I have no doubt that she would
have been able to finish every one of my sentences. There wasn'ta
day that went by that I didn’t tell her how much [ loved her and
that she was the best. [ have experienced other breeds of dogs and
for me, she truly was the best.

When she started to go “down hill” I was hesitant to let her go
maostly because I could not stand the thought of her having an
undignified ending. Thoughts of her being sent away and a possible
group cremation that would result in a box of ashes some weeks
later were more than | could bear. [ had heard so many horror
stories regarding cremations and feared thar it would not be her
that I would have returned to me. How would T know? Tt was thar
same time that I read an article in the St Petersburg Times about the
new Pet Passages facilities at Anderson-MeQueen Funeral Home
on 38" Avenue in St Petersburg.

I had also found out thar Flarida Mobile Veterinary Clinic
offers services where they will come to your home and allow your
petto pass in the comfort of its familiar surroundings and take your
petor make arrangements to have your pet delivered to the funeral
home afterwards,

After speaking with and making all the arrangements with
Dir. Anthony at the Mobile Clinic and Anderson-McQueen [
prepared for Penny's final day. I set up a photo shoot at Northeast
Photography that was more than patient and understanding of my
‘needs. The following day I took Penny for her walk in the park,
which she cut short. I drove her to Dr. Anthony’s Clinic where they
were respectful and Penny passed with dignity. At my request we
wrapped Penny ina blanket and placed her on the front seat of my
car 50 | could drive her to the funeral home myself. I would not
recommend going to the extreme that I did in driving my deceased
pet when other arrangements are readily available, but for me,
taking Penny for that last ride was a comfort while playing her
favorite XM Radio station one last time for her.

When I arrived ar the Funeral home they were aware and
respectful, They brought Penny inside and she was placed in their
Pet Passages Rainbow Bridge Room while I was consoled in the
waiting room. [ joined her in the Rainbow Bridge Room and was
allowed as much tme as needed. And if T would have chosen to 1
o could have warched the cremation. T chose not to watch.

'&' However, I did take her ashes home with me the same day.

Many pet owners
choose to pick up the
ashes the following day.
I was also given helpful
literature regarding the
loss of a pet.

The Pet Passages
facility is located just
next door to the
Cremation Tribute
Center where, on
occasion, I have paid
my respects to families
of deceased friends.
Anderson-MeQueen's
Pet Passages facility
offers a dignified and
appropriate setting for
you to say goodbye to
your pet. Your family

can have a private gathering or a memorial ceremony for your pet
in the Rainbow Bridge Room where the glowing candles and flowing
waterfall offer serenity and comfort,

The state-of-the-art Pet Passages crematory is located right on
the same campus. Because Anderson-McQueen is the only pet
crematory owned and aperated by a local funeral home, they can
guarantee that your pet will be eremated with dignity and respect.
Be assured that your pet will be cremated individually and
honorably at the crematory, unlike other pet facilities that perform
mass cremations. Anderson-MeQueen will arrange for your family
to witness the cremation process if you so desire.

The following information was reproduced from
www.andersonmegueen.com

First-Class Pet Services & Products

We realize that each family has their own unique set of wishes
when it comes to memorializing their pet. Our staff will work with
your family to tailor a distinctive pet cremation, a private family
goodbye, or a memorial service to meet all of your needs. As partof
our exceptional pet cremations and services, we can offer the
following:

Transportation of your pet from your home or veterinary
hospital toour Pet Passages facilitics

Private Family Good-byes or Pet memonial services

Large selection of peturns and memorial keepsakes

Assistance with pet cemetery arrangements

Delivery of the urn with your pet’s cremated remains to your
home

Our exclusive Secure Passages ™ pet tracking system

Saying Goodbye

The Anderson-McQueen staff understands how important it
is to properly say goodbye to your passed pet, We encourage families
to have a private Family Goodbye or hold a memorial ceremony in
honor of their pet. Additionally, our staff is available to help your




family ereate the perfect tribute to reflect your pet's unique life,
These comforting events offer you and your family the opportunity
to share stories about your beloved pet and say your final good-
byes. We also welcome other pets in our Pet Passages facility, and
we invite you to bring all of your pet family members to the
gathering or ceremony so they can say their good-byes as well.

Finding Closure

Because we are pet lovers ourselves, we understand that many
people grieve just as deeply over the loss of a pet as they do over the
loss of a human loved one. For this reason, we are dedicated to
providing the same first-rate support to all of the families we serve,
including those who have recently lost a furry family member.
Closure is an extremely important part of any healthy grieving
process. We offer several perfect ways to say goodbye to a dearly
loved pet following its death. Our compassionate staff specializes
in guiding families through their grief, and we have a certified
bereavement specialist on staff to help you and your family through
the difficult time following the loss of a pet.
Because losing a petis often a child’s first experience with death, it
is extremely important to make that experience as positive as
possible. Our comforting staff will help your child understand
their confusing emotions and say goodbye to their beloved petina
healthy manner.

| would like to express my deepest thanks to Dr. Gregory
Veterinary Clinic in Tampa who cared for Penny for many years.
I also wish to thank D Anthony and his staff for giving Penny
dignity and especially to Anderson-McQueen for their support in
making her passing bearable.

Although I am unable to fill the unbearable emptiness left
from Penny's departure, [ was able to know that she did go with
dignity and respect and hope that this information will help families
that have to say good-bye to their longtime friend.

Anderson-McQueen Cremation Tribure Center
7820 38" Avenue Naorth
St. Petersburg, FL 33710
F27-347-6630
www.andersonmequeen.com

Florida Veterinary Clinic
8500 4th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33702
727-578-9844
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WHY WE FOSTER

(WHY WE NEED HELP) By John Agresti
These questions were asked to some of our foster homesfvolunteers,
Why do I volunteer with GPA? Why do [ foster with GPA? Here
are the responses [ received.

Rita Motzny: “Why do [ foster? As Oprah says “we should seek
our passion, do things that bring us joy, and if possible give back at
the same time”, Fostering greyvhounds is all the above for me, to
date 30 different cold noses with all-together different personalities,
have brightend my days. Made me a better person and have
convinced me that this program works for the adoptions of greys.
Even when that tail leaves, I know that a new nose is on its way,
some tears are shed but not for long | encourage anyone to try
fostering at least one time, but be for warned they are like potaro
chips, who can stop at one? #23"

Steven Davis: “Why do I volunteer for GPA? Not to be a wise guy
- I'm not the most wordy guy in the world, shoot, why does anyone
volunteer? To make a difference. Why am I a foster parent? I'm
a foster parent to give a dog a temporary “real home’ until he/she
is adopted. It fulfills me knowing there's | less dog living in a crate
tonight and is instead in a real house with a big bed underneath

him/her™.

Brenda Hoch: “1 volunteer for GPA because [ love greyhounds.
I decided to become a foster parent because of the need for foster
homes, and I wanted to let other people know whar a wonderful
breed they are to adopt. I felt my house with a pet skunlk, 7 parrots
and 2 other dogs (one greyhound) would be a good test for foster
dogs so prospective adoptees would know the dog was good with
different pets. It was very difficult to give up my first foster but
rewarding to know that he went to a good home".

Judy Smith: “I volunteer for GPA because the dogs need loving
homes, Before owning a Greyhound I never new how much they
bring to your life, Mot only are you giving to them but they give
back to you. They are like having babies because they need you
unconditionally™.

Beverly Castricone: "I am a foster parent because Greyhounds are
such loving, obedient, gentle easy to care for pets. Anyone who
ever has one totally falls in love with the whole breed. It is so
rewarding when one of your fosters finds a loving home, They
give us so much more then we give them. They enrich anyone’s
life".

Ryan Klapper: “Why Do I volunteer for the GPA? | volunteer
with GPA because it1s a grear organization that cares deeply about
the continued care, love and health of these wonderful animals.
Why Am [ a Foster home? Because these are some of the most
loving sweet animals, and it is extremely rewarding to interact
with them and give them a good home, because they are so unlike
any other animal”

John Agresti: Why do I volunteer and foster. ALL OF THE
ABOVE AND MUCH MUCH MORE! Why do we need
help? ALL OF THE ABOVE AND MUCH MUCH MORE!
Thank you.

If you want to foster/volunteer with GPA you can
contact usat 727 593-7852 ar visit our website at

l"
www.greyhoundpets.com /5 Y







